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Mr. James C. Little, President
Transport Workers Union of America
501 3rd Street, NW, 8th Fioor

Washington, DC 20001

Mr. Thomas Buffenbarger, President
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers

9000 Machinists Place
Upper Mariboro, MD 20772-2675

Dear Presidents Little and Buffenbarger:

I want to address both the TWU and the IAM regarding my concerns about the
impact that the merger between US Airways and American Airlines may have on your
members, organized labor in general, and the AFL-CIO. | am concerned that the failure
v0 AFL-CIO unions to avoid winner-takes-all NMB merger/election procedures will
result in lengthy, contentious and bitter campaigns to determine which of your two
rafts of Mechanic and Related, and Fleet Service) at the post-merger carrier,

dy reports have reached me indicating that even months before the plan for
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ot that there are over 25,000 members 2 #55, With both unions st risk of losing
tation rights that each has held for decades. i
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are launched, they

Both of you know that if aggressive representation campaigns
will inevitably harm both unions. Asimmitwmmuukmrotwhaﬂtis: a
.gumitofAFLuniomntwwim”mMuaﬁmewmm y need to
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ranks is truly counterproductive.
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. This approach seems to me the only one
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:willgmnetmtlabor’sagmizinsdolhrs in the next year are not devoted to unions

. fighting one another.

| Weaﬂknowthat,witbﬂnmawm,misdt.emgﬁvemubmu'e\ecﬁon

' campaign can be achieved lwb@ofmagnpmuommworkmmnmend,
jmdtodosoasquicklyaspoesible—itismnlymbomuniom’ interests, but 1 also
mOfﬁwAﬂrCIOanddloforganized\abor. Pleas

that it would be in the in
helpful to this effort.

Sincerely,
Richard L. Trumka
President
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